





RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES ARE EXPERIENCING A STEADY DECLINE IN
WORSHIPPERS IN THE CURRENT TIMES.

THIS PHENOMENON IS PARTICULARLY WORRYING

IN PROTESTANT CHURCHES, BECAUSE IT JEOPARDIZES
THEIR ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY AND THUS, THEIR EXISTENCE.

| WENT TO CHRISTUS TRIUMFATORKERK, TO UNDERSTAND
WHICH ROLE A RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY PLAYS IN SOCIETY,
AND WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR THESE REALITIES.
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“THE CHURCH WAS BUILT IN 1962, IN THE ATTEMPT TO BRING BACK THE

GROUND BY THE BOMBINGS IN 1945. IT WAS BUILT WITH THE

OB ENFNERIEAEE WEIERE SFHE L IVEL IHOOD



PEORBEBSRKHAT HAD LEFT THE NEIGHBOUREBE@ODWAETER IMYWASRAZED TO THE

CRAMMUNITY IN MIND, TO BE A CENERE THARHELPS:PEOPLE TO CONNECT,

OF THE OLD NEIGHBOURHOOD COULD BE BORN AGAIN”
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“THERE IS AN UNDENIABLE CONFLICT OF PERCEPTIONS ON RELIGION, A BARRIER OVER
WHICH IS DIFFICULT TO SEE.

WE ARE TRYING TO BECOME MORE MODERN, MORE YOUNGSTER ORIENTED,

MORE DYNAMIC.

HOWEVER, AT THE SAME TIME PEOPLE THAT COME HERE DO NOT SEARCH FOR
MODERNITY, BUT INSTEAD FOR BEING PART OF SOMETHING:. A COMMUNITY, A SILENCE,
A MEDITATION, AN ENCOUNTER WITH GOD.

ALL THINGS THAT THIS CHURCH OFEERED ALREADY 60 YEARS AGO."
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“CHURCHES ARE SEEN AS SOMETHING DISTANT FROM THE CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY.
THERE IS A NEED FOR PERSONAL CONTACT, BEYOND FACTIONS.

FOR US THEN THE IMPORTANT QUESTION IS: HOW DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN GROUPS THAT

DO NOT SHARE YOUR IDENTITY?
YOU LET EVERYBODY EXPRESS THEIR OWN, WHILE OFFERING WHAT IS YOURS. BECAUSE
PEOPLE-NEER-EACHOFHER ,"AND MOSFOF THE TIMES THE:GOALJISEOMMON,

WHAT CHANGES ARE THE MOTIVATIONS THAT LED UP THAT GOAL.”
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